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Canadian Forces in Italy 1944: Gunner
Howard Potter has a shave near his
40mm Bofors anti-aircraft gun, while
other members of the crew scan the
skies over Ortona, January 1944. The
Moro River Canadian War Cemetery is
located just outside Ortona.
Photo credit: Imperial war museums/
Wikimedia commons

May we never forget the price paid for our freedom
Launching Out is posted on the Anglican Diocese of Fredericton
website (anglican.nb.ca.) Members, please post or circulate this
newsletter in your ACW branches as you are able to do safely.
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Northbound
bale

For over 20 years the ACW has sent bales of children’s clothing to the church in Aklavik, NWT.
The photos show items being packed for the bale this past June by members of St. Paul’s
ACW in the Parish of Rothesay. Pictured here are Jean MacDonald and Geraldine Grieve. Submitted on behalf of Jean MacDonald.

Book of Remembrance
- Roll of Honour Please notify Linda Collins
LeBans and your Deanery
representative with the names
of those who should be entered
into the Book of Remembrance.
If you would like to put a
member on the Roll of Honour,
please contact Linda at
506-454-2649; email:
lclebans@gmail.com or
55 Woodfield Crescent,
Fredericton, N.B.
E3B 2N2

ACW Launching Out
First published September 2011
E-Newsletter of the Anglican Church Women
Diocese of Fredericton
Published September, November, February, April
President: Linda Fury
< lafury1944@gmail.com >
Submit articles up to 600 words.
Articles may be edited as necessary
for length and clarity. Please send to:
Gisele McKnight, editor,
< gmcknight@diofton.ca >
12 Spruce St., Sussex, NB E4E 1L9
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On The
Journey, with
Eva Morton
NORTHERN FALCON PHOTO

I’ve been so smug
“God... all things come from you...
we are aliens and transients... as
were all our ancestors; our days on
earth are like a shadow...”
(1 Chronicles 29:13-15)

S

ept. 30 was our first National
Day for Truth and Reconciliation. And on Oct.19, in our
daily office prayers, we celebrated
the life of Jean de Brebeuf.
I found myself having mixed
feelings about this — not only that
we are still honouring someone
who was such a prominent symbol of Church sponsored cultural
genocide, but that his feast day is
so close to Sept. 30.
Apparently there are actually
two feast days devoted to him, with
one on Sept. 26.
I know the Jesuits believed they
were converting heathens to the true
faith and saving them from eternal
damnation, but in reality they were
instruments of imperialism.
The best way to subjugate a
nation is to convert them into
good citizens by erasing their own
culture and history. There’s less
bloodshed that way.
I’ve always felt proud that here
in Canada we avoided the vicious
Indian wars south of the border.

I’ve been so smug.
Change takes time, for sure, but it
was especially jarring to realize that
there is still so much work that needs
to be done.
We have a long road ahead of us;
we have had our heads in the sand
for so long, that we seem to be moving in slow motion sometimes.
Those responsible for producing
daily office worship need to get with the
program, but who am I to judge? I’ve
been really slow on the draw myself.
As an example, I remember attending a special “Canada 150” event
at the Playhouse in Fredericton in
2017 with my daughter. Some of the
presenters were indigenous.
When it was over, we all started
singing the national anthem in a
rush of patriotic fervour. Afterwards
my daughter remarked, “I wonder
how they (meaning our indigneous
guests) felt about that!”
I was a bit miffed at her for ruining the moment, but since then I’ve
thought quite a bit about her words.
Canada is not our native land. It’s
theirs. We are squatters.
In the past I’ve taken pride in my
family history. My father’s greatgreat-great grandfather came to
North America in the 1620s and we
assumed that qualified us for own-

ership of the land we claimed and
exploited.
We built a sawmill and have
a village named after us. To my
shame it wasn’t until recently that
I made the effort to learn that it’s
really the Abenaki who own what
we’ve tacked our name to.
I’ve always loved history, and have
been especially interested in that of
my own country. But I realize now
that much of what I was taught, or
have read over the years, was only
telling one side of the story.
If you’ve never read Thomas
King’s The Inconvenient Indian,
I highly recommend it. It really
changed how I encounter Canadian history.
I also recommend the documentary produced by the Anglican
Church of Canada, Doctrine of
Discovery, available on You Tube.
I have a lot to learn. I think it’s
wonderful that we have leaders like
Archbishop Mark MacDonald and
a governor general who is a member of an Indigenous community.
We’re headed in the right
direction, but we still have a long
way to go. May we have the grace
to follow wherever God is leading.
Blessings,
Eva

ACW Launching Out

November 2021, page 4

BONNIE LEBLANC PHOTOS

Woodstock deanery

Members of the ACW in the Woodstock
deanery met Sept. 8 for a pared-down
version of their annual meeting at the
Church of the Good Shepherd in Florenceville-Bristol. They held a Morning
Prayer service, with music by the Rev.
Bob LeBlanc (at left), followed by a delicious luncheon, which was prepared by
the WWPA ACW ladies.
Jill Craig (above left) led the Prayers of
the People. She shared the children’s
storybook “These Hands — what shall
I do with these hands of mine?” Rev.
LeBlanc sang the song as part of his music ministry. Jean Collicott (above right)
read the minutes of the last meeting.
Vivian Belyea gave a thank you to the
ladies who hosted the gathering.

ACW Launching Out

The
President’s
Notebook

Linda Fury

A

nother year is getting very
close to the end and we are
still in the midst of a pandemic. Not too much has changed
since we received the last issue of
Launching Out.
The Diocesan Executive fall
meeting could not take place. But
we look forward to being able
to meet in 2022 and to hold our
Diocesan Annual Meeting next
May in the Kingston-Kennebecasis
Deanery.
While thinking about what to
include in my report for the issue,
with very little news to report, I
have decided to look back on the
early years of the WA/ACW.
The first Canadian Branch of
the Women’s Auxiliary was organized at St. John’s Church schoolroom in Ottawa on April 21, 1885.
It was 18 years later, on Nov. 4,
1903, that a Diocesan Board was
created at Trinity Parish Church
Hall in Saint John.
On that day, a firm foundation
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for organized women’s work was laid
out in the diocese with faith that God
would bless them as they “Launched
Out Into the Deep.”
In the early days of the WA, bales
of school supplies, clothing, quilts
and knitted articles were being prepared and sent to Indian Residential
Schools.
Also bales were sent to Western
Canada to members and families after a severe drought was experienced
there.
During the Second World War,
many items of clothing, blankets,
and quilts were shipped overseas.
Every branch in each deanery would
contribute to these bales.
Quilts were made in the early days
by most every branch. Often these
quilts were made using scraps of material or material cut from clothing
that could no longer be worn.
The frames used were long boards,
covered with cloth to which the quilt
could be pinned. These frames for
the quilts were often transported to
members’ homes in a buggy or one
of the few cars owned by someone in
the parish.
This would be very evident as the
boards were too long to be “tucked
in.” When in a car, the ends could
be seen in the back seat sticking out
each side!
By the 1960s, as times changed,
bales were no longer required as
schools and hospitals in the North
were totally administered by the
government.
One of our funds, the Pickett-Scovil Memorial Fund, was begun by
Miss Lucy Pickett in 1910-11 and
then undertaken by Miss Elizabeth
Robinson Scovil in 1914. This is still
an active fund today.
It originally provided nursing
care to clergy and their families. The
interest from this fund today is often
used for dental expenses.
The Extra-Cent-A-Day fund
began in 1909 with each branch
member asked to set aside a cent a
day to contribute. It is still a muchused fund, but our contributions
have certainly increased.

This fund is used to help
support parishes with repair and
maintenance expenses for churches
and rectories.
Junior Auxiliary and Girls Auxiliary were important areas of work
for the WA for many decades. In
the early days of my marriage, I
remember buying a quilt from the
Junior Auxiliary which I used for
many years.
These two groups have both disappeared in our diocese, although
there are many others for youth to
which we contribute, including our
two camps, youth ministries, the
Diocesan Choir School and many
others.
For many years, contributions
were made to Foster Parents Plan
of Canada. Many branches have
now changed to supporting children at Bishop McAllister College
in Uganda.
“Our Fair Share” became a new
fund in 1976. It is now administered by the Diocesan ACW and
contributes to many projects, both
at home and abroad.
In 1988, the Diocesan ACW
became trustees and took over
operation of the JJ Fraser Farraline
Home in downtown Fredericton.
Most parishes and deaneries contribute yearly to Farraline, as does
the Diocesan ACW.
Since 1903 the ACW in New
Brunswick has continued to
provide Christian services in the
parish, community, diocese, nation
and the world.
With many thanks to Audrey
Dawe who did an amazing job in
1994 writing “A Brief History of
the WA/ACW in the Diocese of
Fredericton.”
It is never too late to learn or to
be reminded of all the work that
has been done over the years.
“Have we not cause to thank
God for such work and results as
these?” - Roberta Tilton, responsible for creating the first Women’s
Auxiliary in Ottawa in 1885.
Yours in Christ,
Linda Fury
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Mobile medical clinic reaches crucial stage
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT
The long wait for a mobile medical clinic for the Diocese of Ho is
almost over.
Last week, Companion Diocese
Committee chair Robbie Griffin
reported that Malley Industries in
Dieppe had finally received the van
that will become the mobile clinic,
after many months of shortages and
waiting.
“They had 73 vans on order,
and only two arrived,” said Robbie.
“One of them was ours.”
The others won’t arrive until
spring, and when they do, they’ll
come with a much higher price.
Malley reported that it has been
dealing with the cancellation of 71
van orders coming from the U.S.
and another 35 in Canada, some
of it due to the computer chip
shortage.
Thankfully, the clinic project
has escaped the longer delays,
price increase and accompanying
frustration.
Archbishop David Edwards
noted the hand of God was on that
delivery and on this project.
The next step is outfitting the
van with the equipment needed to
transform it into a mobile clinic.
Robbie expects this will happen

SUBMITTED PHOTO

This van will be outfitted to become
the mobile medical clinic for the
Diocese of Ho in Ghana, West Africa.
It should arrive in late winter 2022.
within the next six weeks or so.
Part of the outfitting will include
surplus medical equipment Malley
has found for the project.
Through his Rotary contacts, Robbie has connected with two optometrists who will be donating their
equipment, collectively worth about
$60,000.
Both doctors plan to travel to
Ghana to help train local medical
professionals and even operate on
patients.
“There is one village with genetic
cataract issues,” said Robbie. “This
will be a game changer for the people

there.”
When Malley releases the final
project, Abp. David will bless the
van before it’s shipped, first to
Belgium and then onto Ghana in
West Africa.
All going according to plan —
both the equipping and the shipping — the mobile medical clinic
should arrive in February.
Both Robbie and Abp. David
plan to visit Ghana to celebrate
its arrival with the people of the
Diocese of Ho.
This project was greatly aided by
the generosity of the Rotary Club
at its various levels.
In addition, members have been
amassing donations of equipment
— such things as gowns, eye injection syringe kits, a new exam chair
and stand, a digital lensometer,
autorefractor, and a new biomicroscope.
Many parishes and parish
groups like the ACW, as well as
private donations, allowed the
project to come to fruition.
Everyone is encouraged to pray
for the continued success of this
project — the equipment phase,
shipping and its potential for improved health among the people of
Ho, many of whom have no access
to health care.
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Edith Nutter
laid to rest
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT
The life of Edith Nutter, widow
of the Most Rev. Harold Nutter,
was celebrated at Christ Church
Cathedral Sept. 17.
Edith died July 29 in Perth,
Ont. where she had lived for 10
years.
A small, intimate service for
family and friends was held there
in early August, but the family
wanted to come home for a memorial service and her burial next
to her husband, thus the September service.
Dean Geoffrey Hall presided,
while the Rev. Keith Joyce, former
dean of the Cathedral, preached.
The Rev. Bruce Nutter, Edith’s son,
presided at the Eucharist, assisted
by Archbishop David Edwards and
the Rev. Craig O’Brien.
Music director Thomas Gonder
provided the organ and piano
music. Keith accompanied several
hymns on the trumpet.
Sally Dibblee was the soloist.
She sang The Eriskay Love Lilt,
from Songs of the Hebrides, at the
request of Edith, who heard Sally
sing it at Sally’s mother’s funeral.
Daughter-in-law Priscilla, and
Craig, gave readings, while family
friend Lynda Wood gave the intercessions.
The Nutter family was in attendance: daughter Patricia and her
husband, Paul Gervais; son Bruce
and his wife, Priscilla; grandson
Timothy Hunsley and his wife, Rachel; grandson Christopher Hunsley; and great-grandson Gavin.
The service began with a small
processional, led by Geoffrey, with
Patricia carrying her mother’s
ashes.
Timothy offered a family
remembrance, noting it was four
years almost to the day that the
family gathered in exactly the
same spot for the funeral of his

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS

Dean Geoffrey Hall leads the procession, with Edith’s daughter, Patricia, carrying her mother’s ashes; the Rev. Keith Joyce gives the homily.

grandfather, Harold Nutter, bishop of
Fredericton from 1971-1989.
But his comments were focussed
on his beloved grandmother.
“We are metres from her house,
which, as a child, I found very large
and a bit spooky,” he said. “We’re in
the province and the community she
adored.
“In the 10 years she was in Ontario, she didn’t lose touch with her
friends. You were so very special to
her.
“Her heart never really left the
shores of the St. John River,” he said.
“There is something so special about
this place. Each time I return, I come
closer to getting my finger on it.”
He remembered a grandmother
keenly interested in the lives of her
grandsons, every moment with her
precious.
“She loved us without terms and
conditions, but you probably all
know this,” he said.
Beyond her roles as daughter, sister, wife, mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother, Edith had a career in social services, and convened
large gatherings, entertained often,
and cooked delicious pies he and his
brother remember fondly.
Her last words to her family, ear-

lier this summer, were “I will see you
soon,” he said.
In his homily, Keith reminded
those gathered that we do not carry
our burdens alone.
“Life will be different from now
on, yet God will be with us through
Jesus, his son,” he said.
Keith recounted his visits to Perth,
when he, Edith and Patricia would
have lunch together.
“She was always up on the news
of the diocese,” he said. “My life is
enriched in knowing Edith.”
Patricia, when asked about her
mother’s legacy, noted Edith’s love.
“It’s a legacy of love held for this
province and the Church, and the
extent to which she went to support
my father’s work in the community
and in the world,” she said.
“She was an extraordinary woman
in many ways.”
This being the second time in
four years coming home to bury her
parents, Patricia found strength in
familiarity.
“I love to come,” she said. “It felt
good coming home, even for this
purpose.”
Edith’s ashes were buried with her
husband at the Woodstock Anglican
Cemetery on Sept. 18.
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Farraline Place News
Farraline Place has one vacancy in
their downtown Fredericton
residence. It is important to have a
full house to help keep the home
financially viable.
For information or to donate, call
455-6443. Thank you!
www.farralineplace.com
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The Anglican Foundation was established in 1957
to encourage and support ministry within
the Anglican Church of Canada.
Many projects in our diocese have been funded in part by the
Foundation’s generosity, including Trinity Church’s steeple
campaign in Saint John, Diocesan Choir School, Deep Roots—
Diocesan Gathering of 2019, Renewing project in the Parish of
St. Mary, York; Sunrise Play Park; Jonathan Young Memorial
Amphitheatre at Camp Medley and many more.

Becoming a member is as easy as sending a $50 gift.
Join today by mailing in the membership form below.

