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Indigenous church
documents unveiled
Covenant and Our Way of Life define
outlook, structure of emerging church
Matthew Puddister
staff writer

SACRED

CIRCLE

DOCUMENTS

The founding documents for Sacred Circle,
the self-determining Indigenous church
within the Anglican Church of Canada,
have been revealed to the world.
On Feb. 27, Transfiguration Sunday,
The Covenant and Our Way of Life were
publicly released. Both documents had
been distributed earlier to participants of
the last two Sacred Circle gatherings, as
well as to Anglican Indigenous networks
and the Anglican Church of Canada’s
House of Bishops.

See SACRED CIRCLE, p. 6

General Synod put back
until at least 2023
Sean Frankling
staff writer

A mother’s vision
Editor’s note: Elizabeth
Laugharne, parishioner and
volunteer archivist at St. Mary
the Virgin Anglican Church,
Victoria, submitted the above
photo and reflection as part
of our continuing feature on
stained-glass windows, Capturing
the Light. Laugharne is also the
author of a 2021 book on St.
Mary the Virgin’s 54 stainedglass panels, Messages in Glass.
Another submission in this series
appears on page 7 of this issue.

General Synod will not be meeting this
summer.
On Feb. 18, the Assembly Planning
Committee, tasked with planning a joint
gathering of the Anglican Church of
Canada and Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Canada (ELCIC), decided against an inperson event this summer.
The decision follows a special meeting
of the Anglican Council of General Synod
(CoGS) Feb. 12, during which the council
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Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdelene. When Jesus saw his
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his
mother, “Woman, here, is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your
mother.” And from that hour, the disciple took her into his own home.
—John 19:25-27
This window, created by local artist Imke Pearson, has, from the beginning,
been my favourite and I am comforted by it. It is difficult to say just why.
For me, it recalls the loving relationship I had with my son, the time I spent
holding his hand as he died and the vision I experienced after he died. I
awoke in the middle of the night seeing his image in my bedroom doorway,
speaking softly to me, letting me know he was happy and not to mourn.
During his short lifetime, my son and I had always had a very close and
loving relationship. Imke’s creation for me suggests a similar relationship
and that God’s promise of a paradise is real. g
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Churches
and
pandemic
rules

See COGS VOICED, p. 11

Archbishop of Canterbury
plans return visit to Canada
Meetings with Indigenous leaders
to focus on reconciliation
Matthew Puddister
staff writer

Archbishop of Canterbury
Justin Welby will visit Canada
from April 29 to May 3,
accepting an invitation
from Archbishop Linda
Nicholls, primate of the
Anglican Church of Canada,

and National Indigenous
Archbishop Mark MacDonald.
The senior archbishop
of the Church of England
and symbolic head of
the worldwide Anglican
Communion will meet with
Indigenous Anglicans and

See WELBY, p. 8
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New institute at Wycliffe among projects funded by U.S. Lilly grants
Matthew Puddister
staff writer

A Toronto seminary is hoping its new
institute for church research and data
analysis will be a “game-changer” for
understanding how societal trends affect
church decline and growth.
In December, the University of
Toronto’s Wycliffe College announced the
establishment of the Canadian Institute for
Empirical Church Research after receiving
a grant of $1.27 million. The grant was
one of several similar-sized grants the
Lily Foundation, a U.S. philanthropical
foundation, recently gave to North
American theological schools.
Wycliffe’s institute will partner with
WayBase, a Burlington, Ont.-based
company that markets a platform
intended to help churches grow their
ministry through data analysis. The focus
is on setting up a portal that will allow
researchers to access WayBase data on
34,000 Canadian charities, tracked over
more than two decades, to help them more
accurately discern patterns of decline and
growth for churches.
“Church research traditionally has
been very slow, expensive and narrow,
because it’s a big undertaking,” Wycliffe
program director Stephen Hewko says.
“With this aggregate data set and with
machine learning, we’re going to be able
to do things on a scale and speed and
comprehensiveness that just wasn’t possible
before ... I think it has the potential to be a
real game-changer.”
Stephen Andrews, principal of Wycliffe
College and former bishop of the diocese

Say
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College was
one of a number
of Canadian
seminaries to
have received
$1.27-million
grants from the
U.S.-based Lilly
Foundation.

photo: randy ohc/

wikimedia commons

!
s
e
Yto Kids

of Algoma, says he’s eager to learn what the
project might tell us about the relationship
between data and the life of the church.
“The most exciting part about this
project for me is bringing these two worlds
together—the world of data, sociology, but
really also the world of spirituality and the
theological assumption that God is at work
in the world through the church and how
we understand that,” Andrews says.
Canon Neil Elliot, the Anglican
Church of Canada’s statistics and research
officer, welcomes the establishment of the
institute.
“Establishing an institute, particularly
one with a very ecumenical and open
intent, is a really good thing,” Elliot says.
“They’re talking about having seminars,
places where people can get together,”
he adds. “I think that’s really valuable,
especially for [church] practitioners ...
We can really start to cooperate and work
better with statistics that we’re using [and]
how we’re using them.”
The Montreal School of Theology
(MST), which includes the Anglican-

founded Montreal Diocesan Theological
College, received a grant to help identify
and support pastoral leaders. These efforts
will include a new internship for aspiring
ministry leaders, a revised field education
program and a renewed mentorship
program, which MST hopes will allow
ministry leaders to better reach people in
their own communities.
“While traditional pastoral competencies
oriented towards congregational leadership
continue to be important, leaders today need
skills for contextual analysis and community
engagement, together with theological
reflection,” MST said in a news release.
Vancouver School of Theology (VST)
received a Lilly grant to support its
theological field education program with
teaching and learning practices more
responsive to current ministry challenges.
Principal the Rev. Richard Topping said the
grant would help VST develop “a network of
experienced practitioners that will prepare
and inspire students for ministry in our
time.”
Trinity College, also at the University
of Toronto, received a grant to fund a
faculty of divinity project for responding
to challenges facing pastoral leaders.
This program includes four components:
innovative ministry projects, spiritual
direction, “advisors in residence” from
underrepresented ethnic communities, and
an introduction to Christianity to orient new
theology students.
The Rev. Christopher Brittain, dean of
divinity at Trinity, said the project would
strengthen the school’s commitment to
equity, diversity and inclusion. g

In 2021 AFC awarded $470,000 in funding
to 79 grant recipients through Say Yes! to
Kids. All the projects were different, but they
shared a common goal: to imagine more and
to put that imagination into action to grow a
brighter future for young people, today.
Across the Canadian church, there are seeds
of ministry waiting to be sown, green shoots
taking root, and others growing stronger
every day. They all need life-giving water
to flourish where they have been planted:
serving young people in their communities
and energizing our church.
Say Yes! to Kids is AFC’s nationwide effort
to create a sustainable, abundant, source of
funding for youth-focused ministry.

Give generously at
anglicanfoundation.org/kids
and join us on this journey.
Let us Say Yes! to Kids together.
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The
government
should be
guiding us.
That’s the
way it ought
to be. And
increasingly
that is not the
case.
—Colin Furness
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Behind
the
curve

When COVID-19
restrictions
ease, how
should churches
react?
Sean Frankling
staff writer

As this issue was heading to press in
early March, the Omicron wave of
COVID-19 seemed on the way out.
Governments across Canada were
loosening restrictions and changing their
messaging. From Ontario to Saskatchewan,
they were signaling the end of vaccine
passports, lockdowns and even masking
requirements.
While authorities signal they want
to be done with the pandemic, some
public health experts and church leaders,
however, are urging caution in the church’s
reopening.
The Rev. Michael Garner, public health
advisor to the bishop of Ottawa, says
the essential question facing religious
communities remains the same as it has
been throughout the pandemic: Will they
follow public health guidelines to the letter
or will they be more cautious than the law
requires? With a 14-year background in
infectious disease epidemiology, Garner
has advised leaders at various levels of the
church on how to decide whether to adopt
more restrictive COVID-19 measures than
the government requires.
“We shouldn’t be driven by the
government in what we’re doing,” says
Garner. “We need to abide by the rules—
we can’t be more permissive—but we need
to understand the science and our local
context.”
According to Colin Furness, an
epidemiologist and a professor of
information at the University of Toronto,
there may be good reasons for churches
to maintain stricter health measures. He
points, for example, to the situation in
Toronto leading up to Christmas. The
Omicron wave was pumping up case
counts across the province and especially
in densely populated cities, but the Ontario
government held off on introducing any
new public health measures—possibly, he
says, to avoid being seen as “the grinch”
at a time when curbs on social gatherings
would have been especially unpopular.
“There’s no question in my mind that
Ontario did not act when it should have,”
says Furness.
He says he has consulted with several
places of worship across the Greater
Toronto Area to help them tailor their
safety measures to the pandemic’s various
phases. By late December, he says, the
advice he would have given would have
been to suspend large gatherings—and
failing that, to require the wearing of N95
masks, to heavily ventilate church meeting
spaces and to ban singing in groups, even
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restrictions drop
away, churches
may still want
to consider
rules such as
capacity limits
depending on local
conditions, says
the Rev. Michael
Garner.
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while masked.
When we sing, Furness says, our breath
carries out particles from deep inside our
lungs, where the highest concentrations of
virus are found in infected people. Even
with masks on, he believes, that’s one of the
riskiest things we can do.
“I can’t say ‘slap a mask on and
everything’s fine.’ I’m not sure that masks
will actually do their job when you’re
opening your mouth wider. They’re not
designed for singing—they’re designed for
really minimal talking,” he says.
It was Jan. 5 when the Ontario
government issued an order bringing
the province back to a modified step two
of its Roadmap to Reopen—four days
after new cases in Ontario had hit an
all-time high with 18,445 reported on Jan
1. That number was likely a significant
underestimate, says Furness, as the virus’s
growth rate had outstripped Ontario’s
testing capacity.
“The government should be guiding
us. That’s the way it ought to be. And
increasingly that is not the case,” says
Furness. “When government lets us down,
what agency do we have? What obligation
do we have?”
Many Anglican dioceses in Canada
have seen themselves as obliged to go
further than the government during the
pandemic—including the largest one.
“We have always given ourselves
permission to be even more conservative
on protocols than the government
might be,” says Andrew Asbil, bishop
of the diocese of Toronto. The Jan. 5
announcement from the province left
the limit for religious gatherings at 50
per cent capacity. But with cases high,
other dioceses already shutting down and
Toronto clergy beginning to call in sick,
Asbil says the diocesan leadership had a
duty to act.
“The most vulnerable among us are
coming to church,” he says, referring to
elderly and immunocompromised people
most in danger from COVID-19. “We owe
it to ourselves to be agents of compassion,
to always look for the route that will make
it possible for everyone to thrive and to
express caution where things are not in
balance.” The diocese closed churches to
in-person worship effective Jan. 10.
The diocese of Ottawa, meanwhile,
had already shut down in-person worship
before Christmas.
Government health officials were
hinting late this winter at a more
permanent reduction in pandemic
restrictions. “Learning to live with COVID
can be seen as akin to something along
the lines of how we manage influenza on a
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yearly basis,” Toronto public health chief
Eileen De Villa said as far back as Jan.
28. And as this article was being written,
Prince Edward Island, Saskatchewan and
Alberta had announced plans to drop
all of their pandemic restrictions. Even
Quebec, which was previously mulling
a tax on residents who refused to get
vaccinated, had reversed course.
“After March 14, almost all restrictions
will be lifted,” said Quebec Premier
Francois Legault in a Feb. 9 press
conference. “We’re taking a calculated risk
to learn how to live with the virus.”
But as those restrictions drop
away, Garner says, churches and
dioceses should still be prepared to
coordinate with their local public health
units, monitor the case counts and
hospitalizations in their areas and act
accordingly. That may mean anything
from cutting service capacity to going
back to earlier phases of reopening, as
government restrictions may not be based
solely on reducing COVID-19 spread
going forward.
Science is just one of many factors in
the provincial governments’ policy, he
says. “I’m not even saying that’s a bad
thing,” he adds. “They have to consider
economics, they have to consider many
more things than we have to. As a church
we need to consider the safety of our
congregation and what the science is
telling us. We can be a little more clear.”
Ross Upshur, a professor at the Dalla
Lana School of Public Health at the
University of Toronto, takes a more
critical view of how churches should
weigh government advice, especially
considering the surge in Toronto over
the holidays. He says he’s starting to
hear people—including policymakers—
interpreting data to support what
they want to see, which could skew
government decisions toward loosening
measures before it’s prudent.
“You can’t fault people for acting
in good conscience on the best
advice of [officials] making those
recommendations,” Upshur says. “But
what we’ve learned over the past few years
is just how fallible that advice is—which
means it needs to be communicated with
suitable caveats and humility.”
Garner is right to suggest those
decisions be made one parish or diocese
at a time, says Upshur. While the early
days of the pandemic saw nationwide
shutdowns, it’s becoming increasingly
clear that outbreaks progress at different
rates depending on the population
density and travel patterns in different
communities, he says. Even within a
single diocese like Ottawa, the outlying
rural areas require a different approach
than the urban core.
“I think there’s no other way to make
the final decision but on a local basis,”
says Upshur. Polymerase chain reaction
(PCR) tests, while more reliable than
rapid antigen tests, are unevenly available,
and so, he says, case numbers based on
them may not be the clearest measure
of infection risk. But church officials
can coordinate with their local public
health units for help interpreting more
useful metrics like test positivity rates
and the concentration of virus DNA in
wastewater. That data can guide decisions
on what precautions are necessary when
case numbers rise again.
“The nice thing about local public
health units is they like to work with
community partners,” he says. “They
actually know the epidemiology in the
area exquisitely well.” g
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A memoir of
grace in
waxed paper
By Jenn Ashton

O

NE OF THE things I love about
this life is how the most divine
moments find us. Sometimes
when we look for them they’re not there;
then, surprisingly, they arise in the most
unlikely of places. I was thinking recently
about baptism and remembered a time
when I was new in my position as the
on-call multifaith chaplain in the local city
hospital.
I had already had my trial by fire by
the end of the first week: I had sat with
suffering patients and families, the newly
diagnosed and the newly dead. I’d borne
witness to pain and peaceful joy. I had not
yet done a baptism, and even my mentor’s
instruction session on “baptism basics”
was not booked until the following week. I
wasn’t nervous about this, because I knew
that I could do it. However, I hadn’t had
time to ponder exactly how I would do it
when called upon.

LETTERS4

The Anglican
Journal welcomes
letters to the editor.
Since not all letters
can be published,
preference is
given to short
correspondence (300
words or less). All
letters are subject to
editing.
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The call came on my first Saturday
night on-call. My pager went off while
I was in the middle of a deep sleep, as it
had been wont to do almost every hour of
my night shifts so far. Sometimes it was a
question from staff, sometimes a request
for direction to a member of a different
faith. Sometimes it was a desperate call
from a dying patient’s family member.
On this Saturday night, we had had
fresh snow, and I had to will my car
forward on the slick hilly streets to the
parking lot, and then try to keep myself
upright as I navigated the slippery hospital
floors.
After taking a few calming breaths in the
elevator to keep my composure, I arrived
in the room and saw an elderly man lying
in the bed, flanked by six or seven family
members. One of them came forward and
shook my hand, introducing himself. He
said the patient, whose name was Jason, was
his father, and that he had always wanted to

be baptized. Was it too late?
I said no, of course not, and still holding
his trembling hand, added I would go get
the water and be right back to perform the
ceremony. He smiled and seemed relieved.
So off I went, down three floors to the
office, and begin searching. But I don’t
even know what I was looking for—
something that said “baptismal water” on
it with a big label, or … ? I frantically tried
to remember everything I could about
the sacred procedure as I searched for
something that was meant to be used for
the portable font and its holy contents.
First the office, then the chapel. But I
couldn’t find anything that looked like
it should be used for baptism. Nothing
seemed special enough.
Then I headed to the bathroom. By then
I was hot and flustered, and I wiped my
face with a cold water-soaked paper towel,
leaned down into the sink and prayed
aloud, “God, help me. What now?”
As I righted myself, I saw the Dixie cup
holder with one yellow-flowered cup left
hanging out of the bottom like a lopsided
smile. I grabbed the cup, filled it with
room temperature water and said a quick
blessing over it. I took the elevator upstairs
to the third floor again. My mouth had
become so dry from all the running and
cold night air that I found myself repeating
to myself, like a mantra, “Don’t drink it!
Don’t drink it!”
But then I looked down at the cup—
really looked at it, with its waxed yellow
and orange flowers. It suddenly became
the most esteemed vessel in my hand, so
perfect for its precious task, and my thirst

See ‘THE REMINDER,’ p. 7

Neglected graves: Apples and oranges?
Roger Emsley of Delta, B.C. is comparing apples
and oranges in his letter (“Unmarked graves not
unusual,” Letters, February 2022).
There’s no denying that centuries-old cemeteries
all over Europe have scores of graves that have no
indication of who may be buried there because the
stone or wooden marker has long since crumbled
away. They are not unmarked for the same reason
that the residential school graves are unmarked.
If one is seeking the burial place of an ancestor in
the U.K., at least from 1538 onwards, one has only to
go to the diocesan office to search the parish records.
Not difficult at all. On the other hand, in too many
cases, the families of the children were not notified,
and even if they were notified, those families had no
opportunity to bring their children home for burial.
To this day, the families have not had access to the
records of those burials so descendants cannot check
when their ancestors died. The graves were marked
with wooden markers and once those markers
disintegrated they were not replaced. Even in death,
the residential school children were treated poorly.
For me, the content of Mr. Emsley’s letter served
only to strengthen the argument put forth by David
Berlin in his letter (“On naming the guilty”), which
was published along with Mr. Emsley’s. We cannot
continue to view these events through a colonial/
settler (read that as “privileged white”) lens. The

sooner Canadians of European descent recognize
and repent our part in the subjugation and
denigration of Canada’s Indigenous peoples, the
sooner we can achieve the goal of reconciliation. To
paraphrase the immortal Pogo, “We have seen the
oppressor, and he is us.”
Rene Jamieson,
Winnipeg, Man.

With respect to Mr. Emsley’s comments about
unmarked graves, I think it is important to
recognize that there are some fundamental
differences between the graves he spoke of and
those at residential schools.
Few schools have cemeteries. Mine certainly
did not. Those that do, like the University of Notre
Dame, are highly sought out by families and
alumni—out of school pride and history. That is
not the case for residential schools.
Few residential school students were there
voluntarily, and conditions at the schools were
often horrific. Little if any effort was made to
ascertain the families’ wishes, and often there
wasn’t even a notification made of deaths or
burials. Children just didn’t return home. Graves
were often neglected and documentation was
poor or non-existent. There are lots of excuses
(epidemics, communication challenges, or the

unwillingness to recognize Indigenous people as
human beings), but they do not change those facts.
The state and churches took responsibility
for the children, often contrary to the wishes
of the family and community. They assumed
responsibility for the burial of children who died in
their care, and should have done this properly and
with respect.
I, too, have family members buried far
away. And if I don’t pay attention, and if my family
and I let their graves fade into obscurity, then that
is on us. I accept that. But this disgrace is on the
church and state. Recognizing and accepting this is
the absolute least we can do.
Tammy Morden

Holy Trinity Church
Welland, Ont.

Yes, lots of graves in graveyards have no markers,
or they have disappeared with time. The families
of those people knew they were buried there.
However, as I understand it, the families of
many beloved children who died while attending
residential schools never knew what happened to
them; many assumed or were told that they had
run away. This is where the crime is.
Robyn Wilson

Collingwood, Ont.
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Holy Week: Journeying beyond pain to hope
By Linda Nicholls

A

T TIMES A part captures the
essence of the whole. For
Christians, Holy Week is the
essence of the whole life of faith. To walk
with Jesus and the disciples in this week
is to walk from the joy and promise of
relationship with Jesus into the chaos of
human betrayal, sin and expediency that
destroys life itself—only to discover that
the love of God prevails, bringing life
out of death. It is a journey that starts in
hope; is humbled and challenged by Jesus’
teaching and example; is shattered by fear
and betrayal; is overwhelmed by grief and
finally rejoices in new possibilities.
Following Jesus had filled the disciples
with hope for the future, a hope crowned
by the affirmations of Palm Sunday as
people praised Jesus as the Son of David.
Despite rumblings in the background
of conflict with the religious leaders the
disciples expect better things ahead—as we
all have in ordinary times.
However, the following days see fear
grow—in political leaders afraid to lose
control, in religious leaders afraid of losing
their authority to a lay person and in Jesus’
own disciples; Judas cannot follow where
Jesus is leading and to him, betrayal is
easier. The insidious power of fear leads
gathered groups to unwarranted action
as the crowd cries out for the release of a
prisoner whose sin they recognize rather
than the one who was still a mystery in

The
force
of truth

5A depiction of

the Stations of the
Cross from the
Church of the Holy
Trinity, Gemunden
am Main, Germany
shows Jesus
falling for the
second time.
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WALKING
TOGETHER

By Mark
MacDonald

I
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Children’s shoes placed on Parliament Hill,
Ottawa, July 2021 in memory of children
who died in residential schools

N THE PAST
few weeks,
many have
expressed concern
about the Uyghurs
of China, appropriately describing the
Chinese government’s actions as genocide.
Although I feel too little attention has
been paid to this horrendous crime, it has
eclipsed—along with truckers, Ukraine,
and the latest celebrity shenanigans—
the 54 potential grave sites found on
Keeseekoose First Nation. At this point,
the 54 sites are thought to be the remains
of children from the two Indian residential
schools that operated on Keeseekoose
land. As we have with every discovery, a
community from across the Land gathered
online to pray and grieve.
Many in our church, leaders included,

many ways. Rumours, chaos and
uncertainty break into the dream the
disciples had shared—from confusion
about Jesus’ teaching about servanthood
in the Upper Room to the chaos of the
arrest and trial to the heart of death on
the cross. Their expectations are shattered,
and their own fears lead to the denial and
abandonment of Jesus.
This Holy Week journey has echoed
in our lives in these past two years. The
stability we once took for granted has
shattered. The pandemic has revealed the
fragility of the social contract and exposed
its inequities. Our health-care system has
teetered at the brink of collapse as we have
discovered the degree to which people do
not trust in the gifts of science or elected
political leaders. The protests in major
have avoided or denied the use of the term
“genocide” in describing the relationship
of colonial peoples to Indigenous peoples
on this land. I am sure that I will get more
than usual pushback on using that term
here. I would like to say, as a gesture of
protection in advance, that I am quite
familiar with the arguments against this
designation. It is something, I hope you
will understand, that one encounters a lot
over the decades.
We don’t use the term “genocide” to
trivialize someone else’s experience or to
detract from the attention paid to others.
We are also deeply aware of the people
who acted bravely to show compassion
to Indigenous peoples along the way. It is
clear, however, that, as in the case of the
Uyghurs, when one people decides that
it is best to make another people over in
its own image—however kindly it may
insist it is doing this—the consequent
dehumanization is genocidal. The death
of so many young ones, the persistent
dangerous poverty of so many in their own
land of plenty and the continuing failure of
the people of Canada to make Indigenous
equity and well-being a matter of effective
concern all point to one thing: Canada has
not faced up to its past and the ongoing
misery that the policy and practice of
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cities, especially Ottawa, have revealed the
depth of personal anger at and frustration
with the limits that have been imposed
on our lives. Loneliness, depression, long
COVID and fears have been woven into
our lives. We have been living in the
shockwaves trying to comprehend the
implications for ourselves, our families and
our world.
At the centre of it all is Jesus steadfastly
living his calling. He controls what he
can—his own words and actions—to be
consistent with his relationship with God.
He prepares for his entry to Jerusalem
and the Passover meal; demonstrates
the humility of servant leadership in the
washing of feet and teaching of service;
enters into prayer in the face of personal
costs in Gethsemane; offers healing
for violence when his disciples try to
resist his arrest; and does not resist the
power of the betrayal and political or
religious expediencies even in the face of
humiliation and death.
Jesus is the still point in the circle of
chaos. The resurrection is the promise
that following him can and will bring new
life out of whatever we face in that chaos.
Holy Week is the reflection of life that
takes us beyond pain into the hope of the
resurrection. May we deepen our hope for
today as we draw near Jesus, our still point,
in this Holy Week. g
Archbishop Linda Nicholls is the primate of
the Anglican Church of Canada.

erasing another people’s humanity has
caused.
Go to the streets and look around at
the people who are there. Consider the
prison system. Remember the missing and
murdered women and girls. Pay attention
as more and more gravesites are found.
This is the residue of genocide.
Look around again, however, and see
that Indigenous peoples, through a just
and holy God, have begun to reclaim their
humanity and will continue to do that
whatever the rest of Canada decides to do,
whether the broader culture wishes to face
this or not. I see it every day: people who
are finding new life. Whether the rest of
Canada finds that new life depends on its
willingness to face truth.
Remembering the one who is the
way, the truth, and the life, I am hopeful
that a renewal and a discovery of truth
will happen. Truth is a force that moves
through history and Creation. It is saving
people now, and the quality and health
of our life on the land demand it for all.
Truth will not be quiet until its mercies
bring new life to all. g
Archbishop Mark MacDonald is national
Indigenous archbishop of the Anglican
Church of Canada.
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Members of Sacred Circle, led by National Indigenous Archbishop Mark MacDonald, gather at the lighting of the Sacred Fire during the tenth meeting of the
national Indigenous Anglican gathering at Six Nations of the Grand River, Ont., July 14-16, 2021.

“

We needed
to express our
own spiritual
renewal as
Anglicans
... This is
a healing
journey.

—Donna Bomberry

Sacred Circle to stress relation over structure
Continued from p. 1

Indigenous Anglican leaders have
previously compared The Covenant and
Our Way of Life to the Anglican Church
of Canada’s constitution and canons,
respectively. But National Indigenous
Archbishop Mark MacDonald says the
Sacred Circle documents are “quite
different, both in terms of how [they do]
things, but also what [they aim] to do.”
MacDonald describes the documents
as seeking to develop relations based
on an Indigenous understanding of
law, governance and ethics. And rather
than defining every aspect of local
congregations, they aim to serve as an
example and encouragement for them.
“The relational aspect is primary [in
The Covenant and Our Way of Life],
so that relation precedes organization,”
MacDonald says.
“Certainly it’s an oversimplification, but
much of the Western way of doing things
is ‘organization precedes relationship.’
What we’re aiming at here is a way of being
Indigenous, of being self-determining, of
acting in an Indigenous way that will allow
us to remain active and vital parts of the
rest of the Anglican Church.”
Donna Bomberry, co-chair of the
focus group tasked with developing the
Indigenous church, says The Covenant and
Our Way of Life put into words “our own
sense of the journey of self-determination
as Anglicans, as Indigenous people.”
In light of the history of colonialism, the
Anglican Church of Canada’s constitution
and canons have not served Indigenous
people well, Bomberry says.
“We needed to express our own spiritual
renewal as Anglicans, and this is what Our
Way of Life is about… This is a healing
journey for ourselves, our communities,
our families. It’s about renewing our
relationship with one another.”
Our Way of Life defines the Indigenous
church as a “full, equal but separate, selfgoverning partner” with the Anglican
Church of Canada.
MacDonald compares this relationship
with those between other church
jurisdictions. That of the ecclesiastical

province of Rupert’s Land to the Anglican
Church of Canada, for example, could also
be called “equal but separate” and based
upon mutual agreements.
“What we’re saying is, we value deeply
the Anglican Church of Canada despite
what it has done to Indigenous people as
an institution,” MacDonald says.
“We honour and respect the traditions
and values of the people who are part of
it. When we say we are equal but separate,
we are saying that Indigenous values and
approaches should be honoured on a par
with the Anglican Church of Canada’s way
of doing things.”
That focus on Indigenous values, he
says, is reflected in the structures of the
Indigenous church. Our Way of Life
strongly emphasizes the role of elders;
MacDonald points out that his own
position of national Indigenous Anglican
archbishop is described as “presiding
elder” in the document.
Elders are members of Indigenous
communities identified by fellow elders
on the basis of experience, knowledge and
providing counselling and guidance to
others. For many Indigenous people who
lost connection with their communities
when removed to residential schools,
Bomberry says, elders can provide that
connection. In an Anglican context,
sometimes they are elder ordained
members of the community.
“It’s important to have their experience
and knowledge of the generations before us
to bring to the conversation, and [to the]
guidance of our lives,” Bomberry says.
Another thread that runs through the
documents is their focus on gospel-based
discipleship, which The Covenant calls
“a foundational and on-going guide to
the Sacred Circle.” For MacDonald, this
reflects parallels between values central
to the gospel and traditional Indigenous
values.
A section on conflict resolution in
Our Way of Life emphasizes harmony,
consensus, and reconciliation. The national
Indigenous archbishop contrasts the
present criminal justice system in Canada
to the “non-adversarial” approach found in

corresponding Indigenous institutions as
well as Matthew 18, in which Jesus speaks
about the importance of forgiveness.
A section in Our Way of Life dealing
with boundaries touches on another
aspect of the relationship between Sacred
Circle and the Anglican Church of
Canada. According to the document, “the
Sacred Circle transcends the boundaries
designated by the church within its
institutional structures and practices.”
While Indigenous people live within
dioceses as part of the Anglican Church
of Canada, Bomberry says, they also
live on traditional lands that cross those
boundaries.
In the “old ways” of the Anglican
Church, she notes, Indigenous Anglicans
could never or rarely call upon spiritual
leaders from another diocese to visit
and lead worship and prayer without the
approval of the local bishop.
“That used to bother us, that we
needed to seek approval … We see these
individuals as our relatives,” she said. “They
are kin … We’re of the same linguistic
group.”
MacDonald says the lack of a more
precise definition in the documents of how
Indigenous boundaries will operate reflects
their accommodation of the “traditional
boundaries of the colonial church.”
“We’re not saying that we will ignore
these boundaries,” he adds. “What we’re
asking for is that the colonial church would
make some gospel accommodation to the
Indigenous understanding of boundaries.”
While The Covenant and Our Way
of Life have been released to the public,
Indigenous Anglican leaders still plan to
enact them at the next in-person Sacred
Circle.
The date for that is uncertain due to
travel restrictions related to the COVID-19
pandemic, MacDonald says. But
Indigenous Anglicans, he adds, believe the
documents “cannot be fulfilled or become
fully operational until we meet face to
face and receive [them] in the context of
the Eucharist. We believe [they need] to
have a spiritual sanctification that can only
happen in person.” g
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Hoping window
not fated for the
wrecking ball

CAPTURING
THE LIGHT4

Chancel window of St. Stephen’s
Anglican Church, Thamesville, Ont.
This month’s instalment of reader
submissions of stained-glass windows
includes the photo featured on
p. 1 as well as this one, sent by
Alfred Nichols, warden/trustee
of St. Stephen’s Anglican Church,
Thamesville, Ont. Nichols writes:

T

HE BEAUTIFUL chancel window
with its figure of Christ knocking
at the door, referred to by various
speakers and in many sermons, was
placed by the congregation “To the
Glory of God and in memory of the
Rev. Captain R. J. Kain,” rector from
1916 to 1918, when he enlisted for
service in World War I. Kain died on
Oct. 17, 1918, a victim of the 1918
influenza pandemic.
As a retired professional
photographer who specialized in
weddings, I have had the opportunity
to view many, many church windows
and can unreservedly state that I have
not seen a more beautiful one.
St. Stephen’s has been closed
since December, 2019; however,
the pandemic began before a date
had been set for its deconsecration.
As of now, the church is still being
looked after and is still standing.
The windows are still intact. We all
hope that after the deconsecration
the window will be preserved and
is not fated to meet the contractor’s
wrecking ball. g
Future Capturing the Light submissions
will appear either in forthcoming issues of
the Anglican Journal, as space allows, or
on anglicanjournal.com.

‘The reminder of the everlasting light ... washed over me’

“

I looked up. We
all had tears in our
eyes, and it was the
perfect baptism.

Continued from p. 4

vanished. That little paper cup humbled me,
and the reminder of the everlasting light that
is always there for us washed over me when I
looked down at those joyful flowers frozen there
in cardboard time.
When I got back to the hospital room, the
man who had spoken earlier asked, “What
now?” I said, “Let’s hold hands around the bed,
then I’ll baptize Jason, and we can all say the
Lord’s Prayer together. Even if everybody doesn’t
know it, that’s OK—everybody can pray in their
own way. Then maybe some of you would like to
say something?” The man nodded.
I had no idea what I was doing, but I did what
felt right. It was the quickest and most simple
baptism. With my fingers wet from the Dixie
cup font, I said my part and then: “I baptize
you, Jason, in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit,” and made the sign of
the cross on the man’s forehead and lips and his
chest. Then we all held hands and said the Lord’s
Prayer, and then the son repeated the Serenity
Prayer, because he said it was his father’s
favourite prayer, and we all bowed our heads.

I looked up. We all had tears in our eyes, and
it was the perfect baptism.
Jason passed away quietly the next day with
his family surrounding him. He never woke up
or even knew that he’d been baptized, and yet
when I look back, I still remember the grace
that accompanied his baptism. I know that it
wasn’t the container that held the water or even
the words I said that made it meaningful. The
baptism of Jason on that wintry night had been
more about all of us being there together in that
room, praying selflessly, each in our own voice,
for a common cause. Knowing that was key to
every hour of work I did in that position from
that point. I worried less about the “right” way
of doing things and focused on getting to that
place of peace—which, I recalled, is why I had
taken the position in the first place. g
Jenn Ashton is an award-winning Coast Salish
author and visual artist. Her book of short stories,
People Like Frank and Other Stories from the
Edge of Normal, was shortlisted for the 2021
Indigenous Voices Award. She worships at St.
Clement’s Anglican Church in North Vancouver.
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Welby to meet residential school survivors
Church of England and in particular the
Archbishop of Canterbury “as a guarantee
of the treaties and of their ongoing rights
in the Canadian project.”
“It is clear that the many people who do
not understand the horrors of colonization
will see a new facet of this matter through
the lens of Anglicanism’s primary spiritual
leader,” MacDonald said.
“It is clear, from our conversations, that
the Archbishop [of Canterbury] is able to
see, from his vantage points, aspects of the
Canadian situation that many Canadians
have found difficult to understand in the
haze of distorted narratives, the shame
of Canada’s misdeeds in the past, and the
many ways that non-Indigenous peoples
feel their self-interest is threatened by
justice for Indigenous peoples and a fair
and equal chance for all Canadians to have
a just and prosperous life.”
MacDonald said he was convinced
Welby’s visit would have a great impact
on Canada and linked it to “a critical and
vital advocacy of Indigenous rights in the
Anglican Communion, spiritual home to
millions of Indigenous people around the
world.”
Welby previously visited Canada in
2018 for a meeting of primates from North
and South America, and in 2014 to discuss
issues such as reconciliation and same-sex
marriage with then-primate Fred Hiltz. g

Continued from p. 1

Indigenous leaders in three communities:
Prince Albert, Sask., Six Nations of the
Grand River and Toronto.
During his visit Welby will hear
from residential school survivors, visit
Indigenous communities and share in
the Anglican Church of Canada’s work of
reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, a
news release from Lambeth Palace said,
describing reconciliation as a major focus
of Welby’s primacy.
It noted that the presence of the Church
of England, British colonists and Crown
representatives in treaty negotiations and
subsequent partnership with the federal
government “are part of the legacy of
colonialism that contributed to residential
schools and to abuse and cultural
deprivation. A significant purpose behind
Archbishop Justin’s visit is to recognize
and repent of where those relationships
have done damage rather than good,
particularly with Indigenous peoples.”
Nicholls said the invitation to Welby
emerged out of conversations between
herself and the national Indigenous
archbishop regarding the role of Anglican
missionaries and clergy in forging
relationships with Indigenous people prior
to the setting up of colonial government in
Canada.
“The reality is that Indigenous people

PWRDF

hands it to our
volunteers!

5 Justin Welby,
archbishop of
Canterbury

photo: jacqui j. sze

saw those Crown relationships having
a deeply spiritual aspect because of the
presence of those clergy with the Crown
representatives,” Nicholls said.
“In the making of the treaties for
instance, the presence of clergy indicated
a spiritual covenant—not just a legal
covenant, but a juridical one. For some
Indigenous people, the breaking of
those treaties is a breaking of a sacred
obligation.”
MacDonald said that to this day, many
Indigenous people look to the Crown, the
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ARTS AND
CULTURE4

Listening to Holy Week
photo: creative commons/public domain

A painting by American artist William Herbert shows the fifth Station of the Cross, Simon of Cyrene helping Jesus carry the cross.

Sacred
music for
a sacred
week
“Ride On,
Ride On in
Majesty”
(CP 182)
g

“Jesus Christ
Is Risen Today”
(CP 203)
g

Ubi caritas et
amor
By Maurice
Duruflé
g

Ubi caritas
By Ola Gjeilo
g

Miserere
mei, Deus By
Gregorio Allegri

g

St. Matthew
Passion
By J.S. Bach
(CP 198)
g

Passio (St.
John Passion)
By Arvo Pärt
g

“Were You
There”
(CP 192)
g

The
Reproaches
By John Sanders
g

g

Exsultet

Lamentations
of Jeremiah
By Thomas
Tallis
g

Lamentationes
Jermiae prophetae pro hebdomada sancta
By Jan Dismas
Zelenka
g

Leçons de
ténèbres
By François
Couperin
g

By Scott Brubacher

F

OR ME, IT’S all about the music.
That shouldn’t come as a surprise,
given my training as a classical
composer. After two years of near-silence
from professional and amateur musicians
alike, save for pre-recorded virtual
performances, what I am most looking
forward to this spring is the return of
live choral and congregational singing—
especially during Holy Week.
I love the soundtrack of Holy Week.
Starting with the hymn “Ride On, Ride
On in Majesty” (Common Praise 182) and
ending with the majestic “Jesus Christ Is
Risen Today” (CP 203), it’s a time to pull
out all the stops, literally. How exhilarating
to sing the bass line of these stirring hymns
in tune with the organ pedals!
After I moved to Toronto in my mid20s, I came to appreciate the music of
Holy Week in more depth. For two years, I
was a bass choral scholar in the evensong
choir at Trinity College, under the inspired
direction of John Tuttle. Singing Ubi caritas
et amor by Maurice Duruflé during the
moment in the Maundy Thursday liturgy
when Jesus washes his disciples’ feet is
profoundly humbling. For a contemporary
setting, the Ubi caritas by living Norwegian
composer Ola Gjeilo is also lovely. Later, as
Jesus prays in the garden of Gethsemane,
the alternating plainchant verses and
soaring soprano refrain of Miserere
mei, Deus by Gregorio Allegri leave us
devastated.
Good Friday has its own musical score.
The Passion Chorale from the magnificent
St. Matthew Passion by J.S. Bach (CP 198)
provides an emotional backdrop for the
day with its changing harmonizations. For
several years my personal Good Friday
ritual was to listen to Passio (St. John
Passion) by living Estonian composer Arvo
Pärt. It provided a quiet, reflective retelling
of the Passion narrative that complemented
the overt sorrow of pieces like “Were You
There” (CP 192) and The Reproaches by
John Sanders.
As for Holy Saturday, I remember the
first time I heard the ancient Exsultet
intoned. Chills went up and down my
spine with every repeated “This is the
night, when….”—thinking about this deep
mystery of the resurrection “when Christ

“

I love the
soundtrack of
Holy Week ...
How
exhilarating
to sing the
bass line of
these stirring
hymns in tune
with the organ
pedals!

broke the bonds of death.”
Singing at Trinity College was where I
first encountered Tenebrae. It’s an ancient
liturgy, made of the first two services of the
Divine Office, namely matins and lauds,
that took place on the three days leading up
to Easter (the Paschal Triduum). Since the
Middle Ages, it has been common practice
to anticipate these two offices and sing
them together on the evening before each
holy day, after vespers. They were given the
name “Tenebrae,” which comes from the
Latin word for darkness or shadow, because
that’s when darkness was descending.
Tenebrae is LONG. Matins for each day
contained: nine psalms, nine antiphons
(short, sung refrains for psalms), nine
readings, nine responsories (sung texts that
reflect on the readings), three Our Fathers,
and a partridge in a pear tree! (Lauds was
blessedly shorter with just five more psalms
with antiphons, an Old Testament canticle,
the Benedictus, an Our Father, etc.)
But for me, again, it’s all about the
music! Because these Holy Week services
were so special, a huge musical tradition
developed around them. The first parts of
Tenebrae that would have been sung were
the psalms, antiphons, and responsories.
In the Renaissance, we also start to see
musical settings of the readings themselves,
specifically the first set of three readings
for each day that come from the book
of Lamentations (nine readings in total,
spread over the three days). Music for
Tenebrae reached a high point during
the Baroque era and continued into the
20th century. I discovered this goldmine
of musical settings recently when I was
preparing to teach a Christian education
session on Lamentations and sacred music.
I want to highlight a few stellar examples
that have become part of my soundtrack for
Holy Week.
Thomas Tallis, one of the greatest
English Renaissance composers, set the
texts of the first and second readings for
Maundy Thursday, which correspond
to Lamentations 1:1–9, as his five-voice
Lamentations of Jeremiah in the 1560s.
The acrostic structure of the text comes
through, with Tallis setting the name
of each successive letter of the Hebrew
alphabet, aleph, beth, gimel, daleth, etc.,
into the musical texture. Most of the wellknown Renaissance composers set portions

of the Lamentations readings, though
complete settings of all nine texts were rare.
When we move into the Baroque
era, these purely vocal settings grew to
incorporate orchestral instruments. There is
a complete choral and orchestral setting of
all nine readings in the exuberant Baroque
style by Czech composer Jan Dismas
Zelenka: Lamentationes Jermiae prophetae
pro hebdomada sancta, composed in the
1720s.
Music for Tenebrae flourished into its
own peculiar style in France during this
period. There was a genre of solo chamber
music called Leçons de ténèbres, which
featured virtuosic solo vocal parts (usually
one or two singers) plus accompaniment.
The most famous of these settings come
from the French Baroque composers
Marc-Antoine Charpentier (many complete
settings survive, from the late 17th century)
and François Couperin (only three Leçons
de ténèbres for Wednesday survive,
composed in 1714).
Composers didn’t limit themselves to
the readings. They also wrote magnificent
settings of the other liturgical texts—and
the responsories were especially fertile
ground for their creative imagination.
Through their music, they commented
on the readings while also reflecting on
the events Jesus experienced during Holy
Week. English-Canadian composer Healey
Willan, no stranger to the Anglican church,
composed a beautiful set of responsories
for the nine Lamentations readings, which
has been recorded by the Church of St.
Mary Magdalene, Toronto.
All the pieces I have listed here can
easily be found online on the usual
platforms, including Apple Music, Spotify,
and YouTube. One of the benefits of this
digital age is that we have access to music
that in earlier times might have been heard
only once in a lifetime. We have the luxury
of compiling our own soundtracks for Holy
Week, whether it be hymns, spirituals,
choral music or orchestral works. May we
have ears to hear in a new way this year. g
Scott Brubacher is executive director of
the Anglican Foundation of Canada and
a member of Exultate Chamber Singers,
Toronto. An award-winning composer, he
holds a doctorate in composition from the
University of Toronto.
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Annual General Meeting

Wednesday, May 25, 2022 • 5:00 p.m. Eastern on Zoom
Please RSVP to
www.anglicanfoundation.org/agm
by Friday, May 20 in order to attend.

ED U CATIO N D IRECTO RY
HAVERGAL COLLEGE
Toronto An independent school
for girls in Kindergarten to Grade
12, Havergal College has been
preparing young women to make
a difference since 1894. With
roots steeped
in Anglican tradition, the
College has an ordained
Anglican priest working with
students and staff to meet the
pastoral and spiritual needs
of the community. Havergal
offers a rigorous curriculum
designed around the pillars of
academics and wellbeing. In
collaboration with mentors,
teachers and a supportive peer
community, our students learn
new ways to express themselves
with creativity, enthusiasm and
self-confidence to become the
architects of their education.
As graduates, they are ready
to meet the demands of a
rapidly-changing world and are
connected for life to our network
of more than 9,500 Old Girls
from diverse career portfolios
spanning the globe. Learn more
at havergal.on.ca.
________________________
THE CENTRE FOR
CHRISTIAN STUDIES Based
in Winnipeg but with students
from across Canada, the
CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN
STUDIES specializes in deacon
formation as well as life-long
learning for both clergy and
lay people. Our Anglican
Certificate in Diaconal Ministry
program includes the online
“Ministering by Word and
Example” course on what it
means to be a deacon in the
Anglican tradition. Our twoweek “Learning on Purpose”
intensive is an opportunity
to discern God’s call while
being introduced to new ideas
of theology, biblical studies,
pastoral care, social justice,
and worship, and to develop
leadership skills of planning,
group facilitation, and dealing
with conflict. Our online and
in-person theme learning circles
are an opportunity to dive deep
into topics such as Relationships,
Eco-Justice, Grief and Loss, and
Living Scripture in a supportive
and creative community of
learners. The CENTRE
FOR CHRISTAN STUDIES’
approach to education is
collaborative, participatory, and
transformative. Learn more.
Email info@ccsonline.ca
Telephone 1-866-780-8887
Visit our website ccsonline.ca
________________________

ATLANTIC SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY Leaders come in many
forms. Atlantic School of Theology
helps develop post-graduate students
for ministry, as well as for meeting the
theological and ethical challenges of
today’s world. AST is an ecumenical
school of theology and Christian ministry,
founded in 1971 by institutions of the three
founding parties: the Anglican Church of
Canada, The Roman Catholic Episcopal
Corporation of Halifax, and the United
Church of Canada.
The School is accredited by the
Association of Theological Schools
in the United States and Canada and
offers Master of Divinity and Master of
Arts (Theology and Religious Studies)
degrees. The Master of Arts (Theology
and Religious Studies) degree is offered in
conjunction with Saint Mary’s University.
The Master of Divinity degree can be
campus based for those who live in
Halifax or done by distance for those
who cannot relocate. AST offers courses
on campus and online. Our Summer
Distance degree combines a ministry
practicum with online academic study in
the fall and winter and students come to
campus for courses in the summer. AST
has recently launched Anglican version
of our Summer Distance degree, which
can be customized in accordance with the
needs of a particular diocese.
AST offers a graduate Certificate in
Theological studies as well as the Diploma
program in the New Evangelization and
the Diploma in Theological Studies.
Shaped by a tradition of cooperation
and respect, going back over 40 years,
AST strives to create an open and
welcoming environment. AST serves
Christ’s mission by shaping effective and
faithful ordained and lay leaders and
understanding among communities of
faith.
Contact: Lydia Hood
lydia.hood@astheology.ns.ca
902-430-7580
_____________________________
COLLEGE OF EMMANUEL
AND ST. CHAD
Founded in 1879 as the first university in
northwestern Canada, Emmanuel & St.
Chad offers a challenging theological
curriculum focused on Anglican
foundations, depth of Bible study, and
solid community formation for strong
congregational leadership in a changing
world. Be part of the only ecumenical
theological school in Canada where
Anglicans, Lutherans and United
Church partners study and worship
together on the same campus.
Degrees offered: B.Th., L.Th., S.T.M.,
M.T.S., M.Div., and D.Min.
Principal: Rev. Dr. Iain Luke
Contact:
Lisa McInnis, Registrar
1121 College Drive
Saskatoon SK S7N 0W3
Phone: 306.975.3753
E-mail: esc.registrar@
saskatoontheologicalunion.ca
www.emmanuelstchad.ca
_____________________________

HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Explore questions of faith and intellect
at one of Canada’s oldest and most
prestigious theological schools. As
the founding college of Western
University, since 1863, Huron University
College has established a legacy of
excellence in leadership. Our Anglican
University’s rich history is supported by
world-renowned faculty and a global
alumni network that includes significant
influencers in every sector.
Huron offers undergraduate students
a Liberal Arts education that has been
transformed to meet the complex
demands of contemporary society.
We are dedicated to cultivating every
student’s ethical foundation and their
commitment to work for a more hopeful,
sustainable, and equitable world.
Huron’s Faculty of Theology prepares
its students for responsive and resilient
leadership in all our program options.
Earn your BA in Religion & Theology, or
combine courses or a minor with other
areas of study. Prepare for a vocation in
ministry, law, academics, or public service
with our professional (MDiv and MTS)
and graduate (MA Theology) degree
programs, or with Huron’s LTh program
and Continuing Education offerings.
In any program, you will always be
supported by caring faculty and staff as
well as one of the most robust financial
aid programs in the country.
To arrange a visit, and for more
information on how you will benefit
from a transformative education
that empowers for tomorrow, while
respecting yesterday’s traditions, please
contact us at:
Email: huron@uwo.ca
theology@huron.uwo.ca
Telephone: (519) 438-7224
Website: www.huronatwestern.ca
_____________________________
MONTREAL DIOCESAN
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE is a
creative learning community rooted
in the Anglican tradition, helping
students to grow in spiritual maturity
and exercise leadership in the church
and world. The college is affiliated with
McGill University, and is a member
of the ecumenical Montreal School
of Theology.Our programs include
Bachelor of Theology, Master of
Divinity, Diploma in Ministry, and
Master of Sacred Theology. We also
offer distance-education options such
as the Licentiate in Theology program
which prepares students for ministry in
local contexts across Canada. We are
located in downtown Montreal and have
students from across the country and
globe. For information, please contact:
The Rev. Dr. Jesse Zink, Principal, 3475
University St., Montreal, Quebec H3A
2A8. (514) 849-3004 x222.
info@montrealdio.ca.
www.montrealdio.ca.
_____________________________

QUEEN’S COLLEGE FACULTY
OF THEOLOGY has been
preparing people for varieties of
ministry opportunities since 1841.
We now offer full time and part time
programs for those preparing for
ordained and non-ordained ministries
in the Church and community. We
have on-campus, on-line, hybrid and
correspondence courses that help
students complete M.Div., MTS, M.
Th, B. Th., Associate, Diploma and
Certificate programs. We collaborate
and partner with other faith groups
to strengthen our programs and the
learning experience. Our programs
include and foster theological
education, pastoral training and
supervision, spiritual development,
participation in faith-based learning
community, and a vibrant chapel life.
We are a small college, responsive
to the rapidly changing needs of
the churches and communities we
serve. Queen’s is situated on the
campus of Memorial University in
St. John’s, NL. For more information
about our programs contact The
Provost, Queen’s College Faculty of
Theology, 210 Prince Philip Drive, St.
John’s, NL A1B 3R6.queens@mun.ca,
www.queenscollegenl.ca (709) 7530116, Toll free (877) 753-0116.
____________________________
RENISON UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE is located in the thriving
city of Waterloo and affiliated with
the University of Waterloo. Rooted
in Anglican tradition, our students
experience an unparalleled level
of support via our Chaplains, and
our safe and inclusive residence
community for Renison students.
Explore your faith with our lay
ministry courses through the Renison
Institute of Ministry or prepare
to help others with our Social
Development Studies, Bachelor of
Social Work, and Master of Social
Work programs.
Website: www.uwaterloo.ca/renison
Email: renison@uwaterloo.ca.
____________________________
THORNELOE UNIVERSITY
is an innovative Anglican college in
Sudbury, Ontario offering creative
programs in Theology. Largely
through distance education, the
School of Theology offers courses
at the certificate and diploma levels,
as well as a Bachelor of Theology.
Thorneloe University has 58 single
rooms in its community focused
residence, which is open to students
at Laurentian.
For more information, please contact
the President of Thorneloe University
at: president@thorneloe.ca
Website: www.thorneloe.ca
____________________________

TRINITY COLLEGE Shaped by the
generous breadth of the Anglican tradition,
Trinity prepares Christian leaders of varied
backgrounds to participate in God’s mission to
the world. The college offers professional
and graduate level programs focused on
preparing students to engage with the needs of
contemporary society and to contribute to the
future of God’s church. The Faculty of Divinity
enjoys particular expertise in historical and
contemporary forms of liturgy, church history,
contemporary ethics and theology, Anglican
and Eastern Orthodox studies, philosophy
of religion, and congregational studies. In
ecumenical collaboration within the Toronto
School of Theology and in federation with the
University of Toronto, the Faculty of Divinity
offers the following degree programs: MDiv,
MTS, MA, ThM, DMin and PhD. Shortcourse Certificate programs are available, with
concentrations that include Anglican Studies,
Orthodox Studies, and Diaconal Ministry.
For more information please contact:
Faculty of Divinity, Trinity College,
6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto ON
M5S 1H8 (416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca
www.trinity.utoronto.ca/study-theology
_________________________________
VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY is called to educate and form
thoughtful, engaged and generous disciples
of Jesus Christ for service to the church and
the world in the 21st century. A theological
education at VST combines the love of
scholarship, courage to take up the issues of
our time and readiness to collaborate with our
local and global neighbours for the good of
God’s world. VST strives to cultivate a
community where hospitality, generosity
and imagination infuse our common life.
Our graduates are thoughtful people,
reflective about how to interact with the
large challenges of our time on the basis of
the deep resource of faith. They don’t rush
to thin relevance, but linger with scripture,
tradition and scholarship to expand our
common imaginative repertoire. Our students
learn together with and from our Indigenous
partners and those of other world religions.
To learn more and to register for your
course of study at VST, visit our website
at www.vst.edu.
_________________________________
WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, at the University of
Toronto is an evangelical Anglican community
of learning within the Toronto School of
Theology offering both masters level and
advanced degree programs. Our programs
are designed to challenge, encourage, and
equip students from many denominations
to live out their faith and provide leadership
as either ordained or lay leaders in their
church and wider communities. Programs of
special interest to the Anglican community
include the Master of Divinity (MDIV)
and the Master of Theological Studies in
Development (MTSD). The flexibility of part
time study and online learning in the masters
programs provides accessibility. Financial
support in all programs is available. Visit us at
www.wycliffecollege.ca or telephone
(416) 946-3535 for further information.
__________________________________
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book

Behind the
Dorval Curtain

A photo taken with an old
disposable camera, of a
majestic tree located behind
a bowling alley, sparks a
mystery. The photo, developed
in the old-fashioned way,
reveals a young girl sitting
in the tree, when nobody had
been there at the time the
picture was taken. The pursuit
of the mystery takes place
during the early months of
the corona virus and at the
time of a growing distrust of
the police force. An unusual
friendship with a police
officer, visits to a suburban
prison, and the determination
of the mystified photographer,
begins to shed light on what
really happened.
This new book can be
ordered by contacting
Mary Shepherd, editor
and illustrator by email at
marymathilda@hotmail.com
or 514-487-0126

church cushions
Fine quality church pew cushions,
hassocks, and kneeling pads.
50 years experience. Free shipping
nationwide. www.pewcushions.com
1-620-662-0181

is god calling you?

The Sisters of Saint Gregory
welcome inquiries from
women who are seeking a
deepening call of devotion
in their spiritual journey. If
you feel drawn to a religious
life supported by like-minded
women who live in their own
homes and serve in their
own parishes, and would like
further information please
visit our website or email us
for a brochure at
stgsister@gmail.com
sistersofsaintgregory.org
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Send old and new address (include ID
number on label, if possible) by email:
circulation@national.anglican.ca; or
phone 416-924-9199 or
1-866-924-9192, ext. 245;
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80 Hayden St., Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2.
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CONTACT LARRY GEE
advertising@
national.anglican.ca
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CoGS voiced concern about gathering
Continued from p. 1

discussed postponement of General
Synod until 2023 or beyond after some
members raised concerns about an inperson meeting. It effectively puts back any
combined gathering of the two churches
until at least 2025, with the leaders of the
two churches deciding how to proceed in
the meantime.
“It’s a casualty of the pandemic,”
Archbishop Linda Nicholls, primate of
the Anglican Church of Canada, told the
Anglican Journal. “But we want people
to come together with a sense of joy and
passion for ministry. If they’re worried
about their personal safety and that of
others, that may interfere.”
At its Feb. 12 meeting, CoGS discussed
postponing the Anglican gathering due
to lingering complications from the
pandemic. While some CoGS members
expressed a desire to go ahead with
General Synod as planned, many had
questions and concerns, which Nicholls
brought to Friday’s meeting of the
Assembly Planning Committee.
“I hear some people saying that they
would be comfortable going ahead, but
I hear a larger proportion of the council
saying they would be in support of a
postponement—for a variety of reasons,
some of which are comfort, some of which
are the quality of the meeting, some of
which are the degree to which full inclusion
of all members of the General Synod would
be possible,” Nicholls told CoGS at the end
of the meeting.
General Synod, which normally meets
every three years, was last held in 2019
and was scheduled to take place this July
12-17 in Calgary. For the second time in
its history, General Synod was going to be
meeting jointly with ELCIC’s corresponding
body, the National Convention, at a single
gathering called the Assembly. This year’s
Assembly would have marked the 20th
anniversary of full communion between the
Anglican and Lutheran churches.
In March, CoGS will decide whether to
postpone General Synod to 2023 or 2024,
but the Lutherans’ constitution requires a
National Convention every three years.
As a result, Nicholls said, her Lutheran
contacts indicated they would proceed with
a gathering of some kind this year, whether
that means going online or meeting inperson without the Anglicans.
“My hope is that we would take very
seriously the Lutherans’ request to meet
in 2025 so we can meet together,” as soon
as it’s possible to sync up both church’s
schedules again, she said after the Feb. 18
meeting.
One reason members of CoGS raised
for considering the postponement was the
importance of General Synod as a time for
fellowship, not just to resolve an agenda.
“In my parish, we’ve put money in
our budget for the next year that is just
about community-building and practising
being in the same room together again
because we have been told for over two
years now to stay away from each other.
DAY READING
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John 14:1-14
Acts 9:23-43
Acts 10:1-18
Acts 10:19-33
Acts 10:34-48
Revelation 7
Isaiah 25:1-9
John 10:11-30
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Attendees at General Synod 2019, held in Vancouver, greet each other. Some members of
CoGS expressed concern that the pandemic might make members of General Synod less
comfortable being close to one another.

I think that’s going to take some time. I
think that meeting so quickly will change
the tone of our relationships because we
haven’t practised yet,” said the Rev. Marnie
Peterson, of the ecclesiastical province of
British Columbia and Yukon.
The other major concern CoGS
members raised about an in-person
gathering was safety. Some Anglicans,
they said, may be uncomfortable with
the gathering as case counts and stages of
reopening differ across the country.
For example, Joey Royal, suffragan
bishop of the diocese of the Arctic, told the
council that Nunavut, where he lives, is still
in the middle of its Omicron surge.
“For our people up here, I anticipate
some reservation about getting on a plane
and travelling,” he said.
For those who are immunocompromised
or come from Indigenous communities hit
hard by COVID-19, there’s a real chance
it may seem preferable to back out of this
year’s synod entirely, added Peterson.
“That can end up being an incredibly
exclusive gathering,” she said.
One point Nicholls raised to CoGS
during the Feb. 12 meeting was that if
General Synod were to be postponed until
2023, church leaders could expect to have a
similar conversation next February unless
the public health situation is much clearer.
“Will we be in a different position next
year? That’s not a question any of us can
answer, so we’ll be back at this again next
year at this time.”
CoGS is unlikely to consider replacing
this year’s synod with an online gathering,
said Nicholls, as Archdeacon Alan Perry,
general secretary of General Synod, told
the council the church would not be saving
money by going online. The estimated cost
of setting up an online videoconference
alternative was $250,000, Perry said—
DAY READING
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Acts 11:1-18
Acts 11:19-30
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-21
John 13:16-35
Acts 1:12-26
Isaiah 12
Rev. 21:22–22:5

roughly the same as the church would have
spent on travel for delegates to the inperson event.
Nor would an online event solve the
problem of discomfort and distance, said
Perry. “The Zoom experience tends to be
much more transactional and not very
relational. And so the feeling is that it’s very
difficult to get together 236 people on a
Zoom screen and have an effective meeting
that builds relationships.”
However, Nicholls said this week,
the Lutheran leaders at the Assembly
Planning Committee meeting announced
their intention to investigate some online
methods to include Anglicans in their
convention, whatever form it takes this
summer. That may mean livestreaming
some sessions of an in-person gathering
or inviting Anglicans to sit in on Zoom
meetings if the convention goes online.
Either way, Nicholls says, the plan is to
recapture some of the fellowship the two
churches were looking forward to in 2022.
Assembly organizers have been seeking
advice from the Rev. Michael Garner, an
Anglican priest and former infectious
disease epidemiologist. In an interview
with the Anglican Journal, Garner said
that with multiple provinces announcing
an end to pandemic restrictions this
spring and a typical pattern of minimal
COVID-19 spread in the summer, the risks
didn’t seem unmanageable.
But even with carefully designed
precautions in place, Garner said, there’s
an emotional element to the first in-person
gathering after the pandemic.
“Even if we can meet safely from a
cold science point of view, if everyone is
preoccupied with safety the whole time,
that can interfere with their comfort and
the relational nature of the gathering,” he
said. g
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Psalm 67
John 14:15-31
Acts 15:1-21
Acts 15:22-41
Acts 16:1-15
John 5:1-18
Psalm 84
Philippians 1:1-11
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Psalm 47
Luke 24:36-53
Acts 1:1-11
Acts 16:16-40
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:6-21
Luke 1:39-56

source: canadian bible society. used with permission.
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Donate or find out more at anglican.ca/giving

Alleluia, Christ is risen!

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Whether our shout of Easter acclamation is a
burst of energy and joy or the quiet whisper
of a steadfast faith in the power of the
resurrection, we are renewed in hope!
— Archbishop and Primate Linda Nicholls

Donate to support the ministries
of General Synod, including:
The ANGLICAN HEALING FUND, providing grants
to support healing due to loss of Indigenous languages,
cultural abuse, and other forms of hurt and oppression.
PUBLIC WITNESS FOR SOCIAL & ECOLOGICAL
JUSTICE, bringing forward the work we need to do
to respect the dignity of every human being, through
ministries such as the Dismantling Racism Task Force.
FAITH, WORSHIP AND MINISTRY, developing new
pastoral liturgies, including those for transgender persons.
GLOBAL RELATIONS, providing partnership and
consultation on issues around the world, including
vaccine equity.
COMMUNICATIONS, helping to lift up and share the
story of the Church, in video, print and digital spaces.

I WANT TO SUPPORT GIVING WITH GRACE THROUGH A
ONE-TIME DONATION OF:

 $20

 $35

 $50

 $100

 $250

 Other $
I WANT TO SUPPORT GIVING WITH GRACE THROUGH A
MONTHLY DONATION OF:

I AUTHORIZE GIVING WITH GRACE TO:

 Debit my chequing account on the
 1st day of each month or  16th day of each month
 I have enclosed a cheque marked “VOID.””

 Please debit at month’s end my: 
CARD NUMBER

EXPIRY DATE

 Other $

NAME ON CARD

PHONE

I understand that I can increase, decrease or stop this
arrangement at any time by calling 1-888-439-GIFT (4438) or
emailing glanca@national.anglican.ca. I also understand my
monthly donation will continue automatically each month until
I notify Giving with Grace of my wish to stop.
Tax receipts are issued for all donations of $10 or more. One
consolidated tax receipt is issued for monthly donations at the
end of the year.
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Please send mail to and/or make cheques payable to:
The General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada
80 Hayden Street, Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2
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